Amendment io Office Action Dated March 10, 2009 
as, Appln. No. 1 0/786, 295 
Atty, Docket No.: 8383.0Q5.US0000 

Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A grappling assembly for a machine having a boom, 
comprising: 

a dipper stick pivotally connectable to said boom; 
an implement pivotally connected to said dipper stick; 

means operatively interconnecting said dipper stick and said implement for pivoting said 
implement relative to said dipper stick; 

an arm member connected to an underside of said dipper stick, pivotal between an operative 
position cooperable with said implement for grappling objects between said arm member and said 
implement when said implement is pivoted toward said arm member, and an inoperative position 
disposed along an imderside of said dipper stick; 

means operatively interconnecting said xxnderside of said dipper stick and said arm member 
for pivoting said arm member between said operative and inoperative positions; and 

moans for detachably latching said arm m e mb e r in said inop e rativ e position including one of 
said dipp e r stick and said arm memb e r having at least one - transv e rs e ly disposed rcGGOS and the otli ef 
of said dipp e r stick ond said arm m e mb e r ha\dng a yi eld ably bias e d, transversely displaccablo 
protuberanc e trippabl e upon e ngag e ment by said one of said dipp e r and s aid arm member and 
receivabl e in said - r e cess when said arm member is pivoted in cither direction b e Uv e en said operative 
and said inoperative positions. 

means including one of said dipper stick and said arm member having at least one 

transversely disposed recess and the other of said dipper stick and said arm member having a 

vieldablv biased, transversely displaceable protubemnce insertable in said recess when said recess is 

in alignment therewith, trippable upon pivoting said arm member into said inoperative position and 

insertable in said recess to detachably secure said arm member in said inoperative position, and upon 

pivoting said arm member out of said inoperative position to displace and detach said arm member 
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from said inoperative position> 

2. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 1 wherein said means for 
pivoting said arm member is receivable within said arm member when said arm member is in said 
inoperative position. 

3. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 1 wherein said means for 
pivoting said arm member comprises a fluid actuated cylinder assembly. 

4. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 1 wherein said protuberance 
comprises a button having a curved outer surface receivable in said recess, and wherein said button is 
yieldingly biased in a projecting direction by a spring seated in said one of said dipper stick and said 
arm member. 

5. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 1 wherein said latching 
means includes a bracket mounted on the underside of said dipper stick having a pair of outwardly, 
yieldingly biased protuberances, and surfaces on said ami member provided with recesses registrable 
with said protuberances when said arm member is in said inoperative position, whereby said 
protuberances snap-fit into said recesses to displaceably retain said arm member in said inoperative 
position. 

6. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 1 wherein tlae biasing force 
exerted on said protuberance is sufficient to yieldingly bias said protuberance in said recess 
registered therewith yet insufficient to retain said protuberance therein upon operation of said means 
for pivoting said arm member from said inoperative position to said operative position. 

7. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 1 wherein said arm member 
is provided witli a jagged surface engageable with an object being grappled, 

8. (Currently Amended) An assembly mountable on a dipper stick of a machine having 
an implement pivotal ly connected to said dipper stick and means operatively interconnecting said 
dipper stick and said implement for pivoting said implement relative to said dipper stick, comprising: 

an arm member mountable on an underside of said dipper stick for pivotal movement relative 
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to said dipper stick; 

means mounted on said underside of said dipper stick for pivoting said arm member between 
an inoperative position and an operative position cooperable with said implement when said 
implement is pivoted relative to said dipper stick toward said arm member to grapple objects 
between said implement and said arm member, and 

m e ans for detachably latching said arm memb e r in said inop e rativ e position including a first 
m e mb e r mountable on on e of said dipp e r stick and said arm memb e r having at l e ast one transA^crscly 
e xtending rocoss and a second m e mber mountablo on the other of said dipper stick and said ami 
m e mb e r having a yieldably bias e d, transversely displaceable protuberance trippablo upon 
engag e ment by said one of said dipper stick and said arm m e mb e r and r e ceivable in said rece s s when 
said arm m e mb e r is pivot e d in eith e r direction between said operativ e and said inoperativ e positions. 

means including one of said dipper stick and said arm member having at least one 
transversely disposed recess and the other of said dipper stick and said ann member having a 
yieldably biased, transversely displaceable protuberance insertable in said recess when said recess is 
in alignment therewith, trippable upon pivoting said arm member into said inoperative position and 
insertable in said recess to detachably secure said arm member in said inoperative position, and upon 
pivoting said arm member out of said inoperative position to displace and detach said arm member 
from said inoperative position. 

9. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 8 wherein said means for 
pivoting said arm member is receivable within said ami member when said arm member is in said 
inoperative position. 

10. (Previously Presented) An assembly accordmg to claim 8 wherein said means for 
pivoting said arm member comprises a fluid actuated cylinder assembly. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 8 wherein said protuberance 
comprises a button having a curved outer surface receivable in said recess, and wherein said button is 
biased in a projecting direction by a spring seated in said one of said dipper stick and said arm 
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member. 

12. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 8 wherein said latching 
means includes a bracket mountable on the underside of said dipper stick having a pan- of outwardly, 
yieldably biased protuberances, and surfaces on said arm member provided with recesses registrable 
with said protuberances when said arm member is in said inoperative position, whereby said 
protuberances snap- fit into said recesses to displaceably retain said arm member in said inoperative 
position. 

1 3 . (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 8 wherein the biasing force 
exerted on said protuberance is sufficient to yieldingly bias said protuberance into said recess 
registered therewith yet insufficient to retain said protuberance therein upon operation of said means 
for pivoting said arm member from said inoperative position to said operative position. 

1 4. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 8 wherein said arm member 
includes a pair of elongated, transversely spaced, plate members, and wherein said means for 
pivoting said arm member between an inoperative position and an operative position is received 
between said plate members when said arm member is in said inoperative position. 

15. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 14 wherein said plate 
members are provided with jagged surfaces engageable witli an object being gripped when said arm 
member is in said operable position. 

16. (Previously Presented) An assembly according to claim 1 wherein said member 
having said recess includes an element disposed in a plane perpendicular to the pivotal axis of said 
arm member and including said protuberance biased in an extended position, engageable with said 
protuberance in camming relation to cause said protuberance to displace and then be inserted into 
said recess when said arm member is angularly displaced to said inoperative position. 
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